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A Comparative Study of the Issue of the Similarity of the Creator
and the Creature in the Quran and Transcendental Wisdom
Based on the Verse “I Breathed into Him of My Spirit”

Sayyed Majid Zahiri

Abstract

The commentators have interpreted the Quranic phrase “I blew into it
from my spirit” in such a way that in one of them the additional
compound “spiritual” is considered a formal addition and in the other a
real addition. The first interpretation belongs to Allama Tabataba’i (may
Allah have mercy on him) and the second one belongs to Allama
Muhammad Taqi ]a’fari (may Allah have mercy on him). In general, we

can state two types of the main addition in the Phrase “spirituai”:

1. Formal adverb of merit; 2. Formal adverb of non-merit (real adverb),
which itself is divided into two other types: 1. Formal adverb of non-merit
existential (real existential adverb); 2. Formal adverb of non-merit
expedient (real expedient expedient).

In transcendental wisdom, after establishing the direct connection between
the effect and the cause, a rational explanation of causality and the
personal unity of existence is formed; therefore, with the disappearance of
the true existential duaiity between the necessary and the impossible, there
will be no place for existential contrast and simiiarity, and objectivity, as
commonly held, is fundamentally false due to the limitation of all
existential determinations in the system of transcendental wisdom.

Therefore, the only explanation consistent with Sadra'i principles would be
the relationship of Tash'ani, which Allama Muhammad Tagqi Ja'fari's
interpretation of the Quranic phrase "I Breathed into Him of My Spirit" is
consistent with the Tash'ani analogy.
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However, Allamah Tabataba'i's (RA) interpretation of this Quranic phrase
cannot be considered as supporting the similarity of God Almighty and
man in the system of transcendental wisdom. The apparent explanation of
Allamah Tabataba'i's (RA) interpretation in Al-Mizan does not support the
similarity of God Almighty and man, but his legal theory is based on the
similarity of similarity, which is not incompatible with Allamah's
interpretative theory.

Keywords: Formal addition, real addition, credit addition, tashan, tashan
assimilation, existential assimilation
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