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1. Abdul-Raof, H. (2005) Textual Progression and Presentation Technique in Qur'anic
Discourse: An Investigation of Richard Bell’'s Claims of ‘Disjointedness’ with Especial
Reference to Q. 17-20. Journal of Quranic Stuies, 7 (2). PP. 37-60.
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2. Richard Bell, Introduction to the Qur'an (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 1953),
p. 92.
3. Bell, Introduction to the Qur'an, p. 34. For instance, in his Commentary on the Qur'an,
ed. C.E. Bosworth and M.E.J. Richardson (2 vols. Manchester: The Victoria University of
Manchester, 1991), Bell is sceptical about the rhyme of Q. 19:3, 54, 58, and claims that Q.
20:25 'fall[s] out of the (-iyya) form' and 'is uncertain' (see vol. 1, p. 502, p. 509, p. 511 and
p. 524). However, the aya-final words with this rhyme fit in very well with the rest of the ayat
which also have the same rhyme.
4. These claims have also been backed up by W. Montomery Watt, Friedrich Schwally and
Gustav Weil (all in W.M. Watt and R. Bell, Introduction to the Qur'an (Edinburgh: Edinburgh
University Press, 2001), p. 52). Watt and Bell, in particular, refer to the 'so many
unconnected verses in the Qur'an'.
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5. In other words, a bird's-eye textual analysis of this text-linguistic feature can only be
attained through a sequence of running macro-texts in order to establish the conceptual
and textual chaining in a given macro-text. We put this text-linguistic approach into practice
where the beginning and the end, the end and the beginning, and the beginning and the

beginning, or the end and the end of a number of consecutive suras have been
investigated in the light of thematic chaining.
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6. text- linguistics
7. Hussein Abdul-Raof, 'Conceptual and Textual Chaining in Qur'anic Discourse', Journal of
Qur'anic Studies 5:2 (2003), pp. 72-94.
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8. intera- and inter aya levels
9. It is interesting to observe that the four suras under investigation are sandwiched
between Q. 16 and Q. 21, whose assonance is marked by the rhyme -un. However, the
assonance of Q. 17, Q. 18, Q. 19 and Q. 20 is marked by the rhyme of the long vowel -a.
This phonological feature makes the four suras hang together phonetically and achieve
identical cadence and euphony.
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11. Modem Qur'an scholars have attempted various other textual analyses of the sura
structure. Neal Robinson, for instance, adopts a genre approach (see his Discovering the
Qur'an: A Contemporary Approach to a Veiled Text (London: SCM, 1996)), while Angelika
Neuwirth refers to the thematic units in the sura and also refers to the sura as a genre that
cannot be found in such clear expressions in other literatures (see 'Some Remarks on the
Special Linguistic and Literary Character of the Qur'an' in A. Rippin (ed.). The Qur'an: Style
and Contents (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2000), pp. 253-7). Also, Mustansir Mir applies a literary
structural analysis to Sura 12 (see his Coherence in the Qur'an (Washington: American



Trust Publications, 1986)), and lan Netton talks about the sura's theologemes and its
variegated constituent units whose division is artificial but aid an understanding of the
complexity of the sura (see 'Towards a Modem Tafsir of Surat al-Kahf: Structure and
Semiotics', Journal of Qur'anic Studies 2:1 (2000), pp. 67-89. A theologeme, for |.R. Netton,
is a basic unit of theological discourse which can also function as a sign (p. 71) and must
have a theological significance (p. 79)). In his examination of Sura 55, Abdel Haleem refers
to context and intemal relationships (‘Context and Internal Relationships: Keys to Qur'anic
Exegesis' in G.R. Hawting and A-K.A. Shareef (eds). Approaches to the Qur'an (London:
Routledge, 1993), pp. 71-98). Both FarahT and Islahi dealt with the unity of the sura and its
thematic structural coherence.
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15. Burhan al-Din al-Biga'l, Nazm al-durar (8 vols. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-*limiyya, 1995),

vol. 4, p. 328.

16. Biga"!, Na”m al-durar, vol. 4, p. 436.

17. nominalisation

18. active participle

19. presentation technique

20. antithesis

21. Fakhr al-Din Muhammad al-Razl, al-Tafslr al-kablr (32 vols. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-

'limiyya, 1990), vol. 21, p. 66.

22. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 459. Likewise see Weil's comments in

Watt and Bell's Introduction to the Qur'an, p. 52.

23. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 478.
24. Razl, al-Tafslr al-kablr, vol. 20, pp. 122-4.
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26. 17 Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 478.

27. macro-context

28. Abu Muhammad "*Abd al-Haqq ibn "Atiyya, al-Muharrir al-wajlz (10 vols. Doha: Wizarat
al-Awqaf, 1991), vol. 9, p. 205.

29. Abu'l-Tayyib Siddiq al-Qinuji, Fath al-bayan Ji magasid al-Qur'an (15 vols. Beirut: al-
Maktabat al-'*Asriyya, 1989), vol. 7, p. 461; Biqa'i, Nazm al-durar, vol. 4, p. 429; Muhyi'l-
Din al-Darwish, I'rab al-Qur'dn wa-bayanuhu (10 vols. Damascus: al-Yamamah, 1992), vol.
5, p. 507.
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30. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 478.

31. macro-context
32. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 478.
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34. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 479.

35. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 479.

36. Qinuji, Fath al-bayan, vol. 7, p. 467.

37. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 481.
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40. Ibn "Atiyya, al-Muharrir al-wajlz, vol. 9, p. 228; Qinuji, Fath al-bayan, vol. 8, p. 10;
Darwish, frab al-Qur'dn wa-baydnuhu, vol. 5, p. 531; Zamakhsharl, al-Kashshdf, vol. 2, p.
675; Muhammad ibn Yusuf Abu Hayyan, al-Bahr al-muhlt (8 vols. Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
*Mlmiyya, 2001), vol. 6, p. 94; Abu Ja'far Ahmad al-Nahhas, frdb al-Qur'dn (5 vols. Beirut:
Dar al-Kutub al-'limiyya, 2001), vol. 2, p. 288.
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42. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. |, p. 481.
43. Razl, al-TafsIr al-kablr, vol. 21, p. 66.
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47. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 483. / o
48. See Qinuji, Fath al-baydn, vol. 8, p. 34; Razl, al-TafslIr al-kablr, vol. 21, p. 92.
49. AY. Ali, The Holy Qur'an: Text, Translation and Commentary (Brentwood: Amana
Corp., 1983), p. 736
50. Razl, al-TafslIr al-kabilr, vol. 21, p. 94.
51. Netton, 'Towards a Modem Tafsir of Surat al-Kahf, p. 74. The exception phrase illd

anyasha'a'lldhu {except 'lf God so wills') occurs three more times in the Qur'an (Q. 74:56,
Q.76:30, and Q. 81:29).
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52. Qinuji, Fath al-baydn, vol. 8, p. 34; Razl, al-TafslIr al-kablr, vol. 21, p. 94.
53. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 483.
54. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 492.
55. nominative case
56. accusative
57. Bell, Commentary on the Qur'an, \o\. |,p.514.
58. resumptive sentence
59. Ibn '"MAtiyya, al-Muharrir al-wajiz, vol. 14, p. 35; Biqa'7, Nazm al-durar, vol. 17, p. 48;
Nahhas, frab al-Qur'an, vol. 4, p. 165; ""Abd al-Latlf al-Khatlb, Mu'jam al-gira'at (11 vols.
Cairo: Dar Sa'ad al-Din, 2002), vol. 9, pp. 138-9.
60. 44 Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. 1, p. 521.
61. Bell, A Commentary on the Qur'an, vol. I, p. 526.



