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Analysis of the Referent of Dabbah in Verse 82 of Sarat al-Naml
Based on the Linguistic Method of “Tajrid”

Abbas Rahimlou'
Sayyid Mahmoud Tayyib Husayni2
Ahmad Aqaeezadeh Torabi’

One of the controversial verses of the Qur’an is verse 82 of Sirat AI-Naml.
Qur’an researchers have found the nature and meaning of Dabbah in this
verse as ambiguous based on intra-textual information. Since the
ambiguity in the characteristics of Dabbah also obscures the message of
the whole verse, many commentators have tried to reveal the meaning of
Dabbah and the message of the verse with the help of various propositions
outside the Qur’an, but these epistemologies are challenged from different
perspectives. The present research has sought to reveal the apparent
instance of Daibbah and the implication of the verse in the context of
revelation by analyzing the structure of “Tajrid” from the data of the verse
itself. In this article, based on the analysis of the structure of the text, it
was shown that the external instance of Dabbah is the same as the instance
of alard (earth) and these two notiions are of similar reference
(Coreference). In general, it was found that this verse describes the feature
of “earth” on the Day of Judgment. This verse says using the linguistic
method Tajrid: “On the brink of the Day of Judgment, it will be revealed
that the ‘earth’ is a living being full of consciousness, and on that day, the
‘earth’ will testify to the behavior of the deniers of the Day of Judgment.”

Keywords: Dabbat al-ard, Coreference, witnesses of the Day of Judgment,
Raj'a, Tajrid, Badi(Rhetoric)
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